
UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1
Version 2   19 July 2013

Embedding the Environment in
Sustainable Development Goals



UNEP promotes 

environmentally sound practices 

globally and in its own activities. This 

report is printed on paper from sustainable 

forests including recycled fibre. The paper is 

chlorine free, and the inks vegetable-based. 

Our distribution policy aims to reduce 

UNEP’s carbon footprint

Disclaimers 



Embedding the Environment in
Sustainable Development Goals

UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1
Version 2   19 July 2013

i





 

iii



Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1

Inputs were also provided

 



Version 2 19 July 2013

Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

1

 
 .......................................................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................................................2

1.  ............................................................................................................................................4

 ......................................................................................6

2.  .......................................................7

 ..............9

 ..................................................................................................... 11

 ................................................... 12

 ..................................................................... 13

 ....................................................... 14

 ......................................................................................................... 14

 .......................................................... 15

 

 ................................................................ 18

 

 ............................................................................ 23

 

 ....................................................................................... 26

 ............................................................................................................................................28



Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1

2

has been 

 
 

criteria 



Version 2 19 July 2013

Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

3

  



Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1

4

 and the Sustainable 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Version 2 19 July 2013

Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

5

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4

6

8

4

6

8

5



Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1

6



Version 2 19 July 2013

Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

7

 

 The 

 

 The 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1

8

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Version 2 19 July 2013

Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

9

 

 

 The 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1

10

 

 The 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Version 2 19 July 2013

Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

11

 

st

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1

12

 44

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

44 



Version 2 19 July 2013

Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

13



Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1

14

 that 

 

Rationale and
Overarching Vision

Criteria for
Goals and

Targets

In
te

gra
te

d
Appro

ac
h

Best Practice

for Indicators



Version 2 19 July 2013

Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

15

8.1. A Complementary Set of Goals and Targets

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Embedding the Environment in Sustainable Development Goals

UNEP Post-2015 Discussion Paper 1

16

Integrated Goal 1
simple to understand
social + economic + 

environmental

Integrated Goal 3
simple to understand
social + economic + 

environmental

Integrated Goal 2
simple to understand
social + economic + 

environmental

Integrated
Targets

Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators

Non-
integrated

Targets

Integrated
Targets

Non-
integrated

Targets

Integrated
Targets

Non-
integrated

Targets

Other in
tegra

ted

go
als

Integrated
Targets

Non-
integrated

Targets

Integrated
Targets

A mix of targets 
(integrated and 
non-integrated)

Integrated targets
are preferable if 
measurable & easy
to understand

The overall set of 
goals and targets is 
complementary            
& reinforcing

All goals are 
integrated

8.2. Integrated Goals
8.3. A Mix of Targets
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Developmental Goal 1
(socio-economic)

Developmental Goal 2
(socio-economic)

Environmental 
Target 1.1

Environmental 
Target 1.2

Social 
Target 1.1

Social 
Target 1.2

Economic
Target 1.1

Economic
Target 1.2

Environmental 
Target 2.1

Environmental 
Target 2.2

Social 
Target 2.1

Social 
Target 2.2

Economic
Target 2.1

Economic
Target 2.2

Other environmental 
targets

Other social 
targets

Other economic 
targets

Other environmental 
targets

Other social 
targets

Other economic 
targets

Other development 

Goals

Each goal is 
underpinned by 
environmental, social 
& economic targets

Set of developmental 
goals (all socio-economic) 

Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators

Environmental
Goal 1

Economic
Goal 1

Social
Goal 1

Environmental 
Target 1.1

Environmental 
Target 1.2

Social 
Target 1.1

Social 
Target 1.2

Economic 
Target 1.1

Economic 
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Other e
co

nomic 

go
als
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 & ta
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Underpinned by 
targets of same kind

Set of environmental, 
social & economic goals 
on par with each other

Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators

Composite Goal 1
(blended socio-econ-

environ goal)

Composite Goal 2
(blended socio-econ-

environ goal)

Composite 
Target 1.1

Composite 
Target 1.2

Composite 
Target 2.1

Composite 
Target 2.2

Other c
omposit
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go
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Each underpinned by 
composite targets

Set of composite goals 
(blended social, economic, 
environmental goals)

Indicators Indicators Indicators Indicators
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